
Types of College Admission 
 
Most schools offer one or two of the types discussed below. Policies and procedures vary 
among colleges. It is essential to understand the specific guidelines for each school in which you 
are interested.  Check websites or contact admissions officers to clarify.  
 
Rolling Admission  
 Used by many state and some private colleges 
 Decisions are often made about six weeks after the college receives all application materials  
 Decisions are not binding 

 
Regular Admission   
 Deadlines are typically January  
 Decisions are made in April and are not binding; students are accepted, denied or wait-

listed 
 Financial aid information often accompanies acceptance letters 
 
Early Decision  
 Students apply to a first-choice college in the fall, often November 1 or 15 
 Decisions are made by late December and are accept, deny or defer to the regular 

applications 
 If accepted in the Early Decision Round, the decision is binding and the student must attend 
 It is expected that the student will notify colleges and withdraw all other applications 
 Deferred students are evaluated with the regular applications, and the decision is not 

binding 
 If a school is your top choice, and you are able to assume the financial responsibilities of 

attending, this may be a good option.  Check the college’s statistics to learn what percentage 
of students are accepted during early versus regular decision. 

 
Early Action  
 Students apply to a college by a date in the fall, often November 1 or 15 
 Decisions are made by late December and are accept, deny or defer to the regular 

applications 
 Decision is not binding  and students do not have to withdraw other applications if accepted 
 Single Choice Early Action is a new category, offered by a few colleges in which early action 

rules apply but students cannot apply to more than one school early action 
 
Open Admission  
 Offered by some smaller state colleges and most community colleges  
 No cut-off dates for applying  
 Acceptance is based on meeting minimum requirements (such as high school diploma or 

GED)  
 
There are many advantages to early decision, early action and rolling admissions, including 
fewer applications to complete and earlier notification of the decision. In some cases with early 
action and early decision, the acceptance percentages of students who commit to a single school 
can be higher. Remember, though, binding early decision may not provide the opportunity to 
review and select financial aid offers from various colleges. 
 
 


	Types of College Admission

